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(6) Within the United States or with-
in a territory or insular possession sub-
ject to the dominion of the United
States, depositions may be taken be-
fore an officer authorized to administer
oaths by the laws of the United States
or of the place where the examination
is held; within a foreign country, depo-
sitions may be taken before a secretary
of an embassy or legation, consul gen-
eral, vice consul or consular agent of
the United States, or any other person
designated in the order for the taking
of a deposition.

(7) Depositions may also be taken
and submitted on written interrog-
atories in substantially the same man-
ner as depositions taken by oral exam-
ination. When a deposition is taken
upon written interrogatories and cross-
interrogatories, none of the parties
shall be present or represented, and no
person, other than the witness, a steno-
graphic reporter, and the deposition of-
ficer shall be present at the examina-
tion of the witness, which fact shall be
certified by the officer, who shall pro-
pound the interrogatories and cross-in-
terrogatories to the witness in their
order and reduce the testimony to
writing in the witness’ own words.

[36 FR 11567, June 16, 1971, as amended at 62
FR 66998, Dec. 23, 1997]

§954.17 Transcript.

(a) A contract reporter of the Postal
Service under the supervision of the
presiding officer shall report hearings.
The reporter shall supply the parties
with copies of the transcript at rates
not to exceed those fixed by contract
between the Postal Service and the re-
porter.

(b) Changes in the official transcript
may be made only when they involve
substantial errors. A party may file a
motion for correction of the official
transcript within 10 days after his or
her receipt of the transcript or any
part thereof. Other parties shall, with-
in such time as may be specified by the
presiding officer, notify the presiding
officer in writing if they object to the
requested corrections. Failure of a
party to interpose timely objection to
a proposed correction may be consid-
ered by the presiding officer to be con-
currence. The presiding officer shall
then specify the corrections to be made
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in the transcript. He or she may on his
or her own initiative order corrections
in the transcript after notice to the
parties subject to their objection.

[36 FR 11567, June 16, 1971, as amended at 62
FR 66998, Dec. 23, 1997]

§954.18 Proposed findings and conclu-
sions.

(a) A party to a proceeding may sub-
mit proposed findings of fact and con-
clusions of law to the presiding officer.
The presiding officer shall determine
whether they shall be oral or written.
The presiding officer may require par-
ties to a proceeding to submit proposed
findings of fact and conclusions of law
with supporting reasons. When the pro-
posed findings and conclusions are not
submitted orally they shall be filed
within 15 days after delivery of the offi-
cial transcript to the Recorder. The
Recorder shall notify the parties of the
filing date which shall be the same for
both parties. If not submitted by that
date, the findings and conclusions will
not be considered or included in the
record.

(b) Except when presented orally,
proposed findings of fact and conclu-
sions of law shall be set forth in num-
bered paragraphs and shall state with
particularity all evidentiary facts in
the record with appropriate citations
to the transcript or exhibits relied
upon to support the conclusions pro-
posed. Each proposed conclusion shall
be separately stated.

[36 FR 11567, June 16, 1971, as amended at 62
FR 66998, Dec. 23, 1997]

§954.19 Initial decision.

(a) Upon request of either party the
presiding officer may render an oral
initial decision at the close of the hear-
ing when the nature of the case and the
public interest warrant. If a party de-
sires an oral initial decision he or she
shall notify the presiding officer and
the opposing party at least 5 days prior
to the date set for hearing. Parties
may then submit proposed findings and
conclusions orally or in writing at the
conclusion of the hearing.

(b) If an oral initial decision is not
rendered, the presiding officer shall
render a written initial decision with
all due speed after the parties have
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submitted all posthearing material.
The initial decision shall become the
final agency decision unless it is ap-
pealed.

(c) The initial decision shall include
findings upon all material issues of fact
and law presented on the record and
the reasons for those findings.

[36 FR 11567, June 16, 1971, as amended at 62
FR 66998, Dec. 23, 1997]

§954.20 Appeals.

(a) A party may appeal to the Judi-
cial Officer from an initial decision by
filing exceptions in a brief on appeal
within 15 days from the receipt of a
written or oral initial decision.

(b) The time for the filing of the
reply brief is 10 days after receipt of
the appeal brief. No additional briefs
shall be received unless requested by
the Judicial Officer.

(c) Appeal briefs shall contain the
following matter in the order indi-
cated:

(1) A subject index of the matters
presented with page references;

(2) A table of cases alphabetically ar-
ranged;

(3) A list of statutes and texts cited
with page references;

(4) A concise abstract or statement of
the case;

(5) Numbered exceptions to the find-
ings and conclusions of the presiding
officer and the reasons for the excep-
tions.

(d) Reply briefs shall contain para-
graphs (c) (1), (2), and (3) of this section
and the reasons for opposing the excep-
tions.

[36 FR 11567, June 16, 1971, as amended at 38
FR 17217, June 29, 1973]

§954.21 Motion for reconsideration.

Within 10 days from the date thereof,
or such longer period as may be fixed
by the Judicial Officer, either party
may file a motion for reconsideration
of a final Agency decision.

§954.22 Continuances.

For good cause shown, continuances
or extensions may be granted by the
presiding officer. Similar action may
be taken by the Judicial Officer when
the proceeding is on appeal.
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§954.23 Computation of time.

A designated period of time under
these rules excludes the day the period
begins, and includes the last day of the
period unless the last day is a Satur-
day, Sunday, or holiday, in which
event the period runs until the close of
business on the next working day.

§954.24 Official record.

The pleadings, orders, exhibits, tran-
script of testimony, briefs, decisions
and other documents filed in the pro-
ceeding constitute the official record of
the proceeding.

§954.25 Public information.

The Librarian of the Postal Service
maintains for public inspection in the
Library copies of all initial and final
Agency decisions. The Recorder of the
Postal Service maintains a complete
official record of every proceeding. A
person may examine a record upon au-
thorization by the Judicial Officer.

[36 FR 11567, June 16, 1971, as amended at 62
FR 66998, Dec. 23, 1997]

§954.26 Ex parte communications.

The provisions of 5 U.S.C. 551(14),
556(d) and 557(d) prohibiting ex parte
communications are made applicable
to proceedings under these rules of
practice.

[42 FR 5358, Jan. 28, 1977]

PART 955—RULES OF PRACTICE BE-
FORE THE BOARD OF CONTRACT
APPEALS
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