§946.8

§946.8 Determination of claims.

Upon receipt of a claim under this
part, the Postal Inspection Service
must conduct an investigation to de-
termine the merits of the claim. The
results of the investigation must be
submitted to the Chief Postal Inspector
or delegate who must approve or deny
the claim by written decision, a copy of
which must be forwarded to the claim-
ant by certified mail. If the claim is
approved, the procedures to be followd
by the claimant to obtain return of the
property, or its determined value, must
be stated. If the claim is denied, the de-
cision must state the reasons therefor.

§946.9 Reconsideration of claims.

A written request for reconsideration
of denied claims may be submitted
within 10 days of the postmarked date
of the mailing denying the claim. Such
requests must be addressed to the Chief
Postal Inspector or delegate and must
be based on evidence recently devel-
oped or not previously presented.

§946.10 Record retention.

Records regarding property subject
to this part will be retained for a pe-
riod of 3 years following return of the
property to its owner or a determina-
tion that the property is abandoned.

§946.11 Disposition of property de-

clared abandoned.

Property declared abandoned, includ-
ing cash, and proceeds from the sale of
property subject to this part may be
shared by the Postal Inspection Service
with federal, state, or local law en-
forcement agencies. Unless the Chief
Postal Inspector determines that cash
or the proceeds of the sale of the aban-
doned property are to be shared with
other law enforcement agencies, such
cash or proceeds shall be deposited in
the Postal Service Fund established by
39 U.S.C. 2003. The authority to make
this determination may be delegated
by the Chief Postal Inspector.
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§951.1 Authority for rules.

The Judicial Officer promulgates
these rules pursuant to authority dele-
gated by the Postmaster General.

§951.2 Eligibility to practice.

(a) Any individual who is a party to
any proceeding before the Judicial Offi-
cer, the Board of Contract Appeals or
an Administrative Law Judge may ap-
pear for himself or by an attorney at
law.

(b) The head of any department of
the Postal Service may establish such
special rules and regulations per-
taining to eligibility to practice before
such department as he may deem to be
necessary or desirable.

(c) Generally, except as provided in
§951.3, any attorney at law who is a
member in good standing of the Bar of
the Supreme Court of the United
States or of the highest court of any
State, District, Territory, Protectorate
or Possession of the United States, or
of the District of Columbia, and is not
under any order of any court or execu-
tive department of one of the foregoing
governmental entities suspending, en-
joining, restraining, disbarring, or oth-
erwise restricting him in the practice

256



