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39 CFR Ch. III (7–1–03 Edition)§ 3001.175 

§ 3001.175 Data collection and report-
ing requirements. 

In any case in which the Commission 
has issued a recommended decision in 
favor of a provisional service of limited 
duration requested by the Postal Serv-
ice, and the Board of Governors has put 
the provisional service recommended 
by the Commission into effect, the 
Postal Service shall collect and report 
data pertaining to the provisional serv-
ice during the period in which it is in 
effect in accordance with the periodic 
reporting requirements specified in 
§ 3001.102. If the Postal Service’s reg-
ular data reporting systems are not re-
vised to include the provisional service 
during the period of its effectiveness, 
the Postal Service shall perform, and 
provide to the Commission on a sched-
ule corresponding to § 3001.102 reports, 
special studies to provide equivalent 
information to the extent reasonably 
practicable.

§ 3001.176 Continuation or termination 
of provisional service. 

At any time during the period in 
which a provisional service rec-
ommended by the Commission and im-
plemented by the Board of Governors is 
in effect, the Postal Service may sub-
mit a formal request that the provi-
sional service be terminated, or that it 
be established, either as originally rec-
ommended by the Commission or in 
modified form, as a permanent mail 
classification. Following the conclu-
sion of the period in which the provi-
sional service was effective, the Postal 
Service may submit a request to estab-
lish the service as a mail classification 
under any applicable subpart of the 
Commission’s rules.

Subpart K—Rules for Use of Multi-
Year Test Periods

SOURCE: 66 FR 54444, Oct. 29, 2001, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 3001.181 Use of multi-year test period 
for proposed new services. 

(a) The rules in §§ 3001.181 and 3001.182 
apply to Postal Service requests pursu-
ant to section 3623 for the establish-
ment of a new postal service, with at-
tendant rates, which in the estimation 

of the Postal Service cannot generate 
sufficient volumes and revenues to re-
cover all costs associated with the new 
service in the first full fiscal year of its 
operation. In administering these 
rules, it shall be the Commission’s pol-
icy to adopt tests periods of up to 5 fis-
cal years for the purpose of deter-
mining breakeven for newly introduced 
postal services where the Postal Serv-
ice has presented substantial evidence 
in support of the test period proposed. 

(b) This section and § 3001.182 are ef-
fective November 28, 2001 through No-
vember 28, 2006.

§ 3001.182 Filing of formal request and 
prepared direct evidence. 

In filing a request for establishment 
of a new postal service pursuant to sec-
tion 3623, the Postal Service may re-
quest that its proposal be considered 
for a test period of longer duration 
than the test period prescribed in 
§ 3001.54(f)(2). Each such request shall 
be supported by the following informa-
tion: 

(a) The testimony of a witness on be-
half of the Postal Service, who shall 
provide: 

(1) A complete definition of the 
multi-year test period requested for 
the proposed new service; 

(2) A detailed explanation of the 
Postal Service’s preference of a multi-
year test period, including the bases of 
the Service’s determination that the 
test period prescribed in § 3001.54(f)(2) 
would be inappropriate; and 

(3) A complete description of the 
Postal Service’s plan for achieving an 
appropriate contribution to institu-
tional costs from the new service by 
the end of the requested test period. 

(b) Complete documentary support 
for, and detail underlying, the test pe-
riod requested by the Postal Service, 
including: 

(1) Estimated costs, revenues, and 
volumes of the proposed new service for 
the entire requested test period; 

(2) Return on investment projections 
and all other financial analyses pre-
pared in connection with determining 
the cost and revenue impact of the pro-
posed new service; and 

(3) Any other analyses prepared by 
the Postal Service that bear on the 
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overall effects of introducing the pro-
posed new service during the requested 
test period.
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AUTHORITY: 39 U.S.C. 3603; 5 U.S.C. 552.

§ 3002.1 Purpose. 
This part is published in compliance 

with 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(1) and constitutes a 
general description of the Postal Rate 
Commission. 

[36 FR 21994, Nov. 18, 1971]

§ 3002.2 Statutory functions. 
(a) Areas of jurisdiction. The Commis-

sion has jurisdiction over changes in 
postal rates and fees under 39 U.S.C. 
3622, and over mail classifications 
under 39 U.S.C. 3623. It issues rec-
ommended decisions to the Governors 
of the Postal Service on these matters. 
It also acts on postal patrons’ appeals 
from Postal Service decisions to close 
or consolidate post offices under 39 
U.S.C. 404(b). Further, the Commission 
investigates complaints of substantial 
national scope concerning postal rates, 
fees, mail classifications or services 
under 39 U.S.C. 3662. It also responds to 
requests of the Postal Service for advi-
sory opinions on changes in the nature 
of postal services under 39 U.S.C. 3661. 
Because of the Commission’s expertise, 
Congress occasionally asks it to under-
take special studies on postal issues. 

(b) Public participation. Interested 
persons may elect to participate in 
Commission rate and mail classifica-
tion proceedings as formal intervenors 
(§ 3001.20), limited participators 
(§ 3001.20a), or commenters (§ 3001.20b). 
Interested parties who believe the 
Postal Service is charging rates which 
do not conform with the policies of the 

Postal Reorganization Act, or who be-
lieve that they are not receiving postal 
service in accordance with the policies 
of title 39, may lodge a complaint with 
the Commission under section 3001.82. 
Persons served by post offices that the 
Postal Service decides to close or con-
solidate with other post offices may ap-
peal such determinations under 
§ 3001.111. 

[64 FR 58337, Oct. 29, 2000]

§ 3002.3 The Commission and its of-
fices. 

(a) The Commissioners. The Postal 
Rate Commission is an independent es-
tablishment of the executive branch of 
the U.S. Government created by the 
Postal Reorganization Act (84 Stat. 719, 
title 39, U.S.C.). The Commission con-
sists of five Commissioners appointed 
by the President and confirmed by the 
Senate, one of whom is designated as 
Chairman by the President. 

(b) The Chairman and Vice-Chair-
man. The Chairman has the adminis-
trative responsibility for assigning the 
business of the Commission to the 
other Commissioners and to the offices 
and employees of the Commission. He/
She has the administrative duty to pre-
side at the meetings and sessions of the 
Commision and to represent the Com-
mission in matters specified by statute 
or executive order or as the Commis-
sion directs. The Commission shall 
elect annually a member of the Com-
mission to serve as Vice-Chairman of 
the Commission for a term of one year 
or until a successor is elected. In case 
of a vacancy in the Office of the Chair-
man of the Commission, or in the ab-
sence or inability of the Chairman to 
serve, the Vice-Chairman, unless other-
wise directed by the Chairman, shall 
have the administrative responsibil-
ities and duties of the Chairman during 
the period of vacancy, absence, or in-
ability. 

(c) The Commission’s offices are lo-
cated at 1333 H Street, NW., Suite 300, 
Washington, DC 20268. On these prem-
ises, the Commission maintains offices 
for Commissioners and the staff com-
ponents described in §§ 3001.4, 3001.5, 
3001.6 and 3001.7; a docket room where 
documents may be filed with the Com-
mission pursuant to § 3001.9 and exam-
ined by interested persons; a public 
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