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United States Postal Service § 241.3 

(4) Fourth Class. Post offices having 
less than 36 revenue units. 

(39 U.S.C. 401) 

[36 FR 4764, Mar. 12, 1971, as amended at 42 
FR 59082, Nov. 15, 1977]

§ 241.2 Stations and branches. 
(a) Description. (1) Stations are estab-

lished within the corporate limits or 
boundary, and branches are established 
outside the corporate limits or bound-
ary of the city, town, or village in 
which the main post office is located. 
Stations and branches may be des-
ignated by number, letter or name. As 
a general rule, branches are named. 

(2) Stations and branches transact 
registry and money order business, sell 
postage supplies, and accept matter for 
mailing. Delivery service, post office 
boxes, and other services may be pro-
vided when directed by the postmaster. 

(3) Stations and branches, except 
nonpersonnel rural stations and 
branches, are designated as inde-
pendent when registered and other 
mail is received or dispatched without 
passing through the main office. 

(b) Classification—(1) Classified. Oper-
ated by postal employees in quarters 
provided by the Federal Government. 

(2) Contract. Operated under contract 
by persons who are not Federal Gov-
ernment employees. Persons operating 
contract stations and branches are 
independent contractors and neither 
the contractors nor any person em-
ployed by them to assist in the conduct 
of contract stations or branches shall 
be employees of the Federal Govern-
ment for any purpose whatsoever. 

(39 U.S.C. 401) 

[36 FR 4764, Mar. 12, 1971]

§ 241.3 Discontinuance of post offices. 
(a) Introduction—(1) Coverage. This 

section establishes the rules governing 
the Postal Service’s consideration of 
whether an existing post office should 
be discontinued. The rules cover any 
proposal to replace a post office with a 
community post office, station or 
branch, consolidation with another 

post office, and any proposal to dis-
continue a post office without pro-
viding a replacement facility. 

(2) Legal requirements. Under 39 U.S.C. 
404(b), any decision to close or consoli-
date a post office must be based on cer-
tain criteria. These include the effect 
on the community served; the effect on 
employees of the post office; compli-
ance with government policy estab-
lished by law that the Postal Service 
must provide a maximum degree of ef-
fective and regular postal services to 
rural areas, communities, and small 
towns where post offices are not self-
sustaining; the economic savings to the 
Postal Service; and any other factors 
the Postal Service determines nec-
essary. In addition, certain mandatory 
procedures apply as follows: 

(i) The public must be given 60 days’ 
notice of a proposed action to enable 
the persons served by a post office to 
evaluate the proposal and provide com-
ments. 

(ii) After public comments are re-
ceived and taken into account, any 
final determination to close or consoli-
date a post office must be made in 
writing and must include findings cov-
ering all the required considerations. 

(iii) The written determination must 
be made available to persons served by 
the post office at least 60 days before 
the discontinuance takes effect. 

(iv) Within the first 30 days after the 
written determination is made avail-
able, any person regularly served by 
the affected post office may appeal the 
decision to the Postal Rate Commis-
sion. 

(v) The Commission may only affirm 
the Postal Service determination or re-
turn the matter for further consider-
ation but may not modify the deter-
mination. 

(vi) The Commission is required by 39 
U.S.C. 404(b)(5) to make a determina-
tion on the appeal no later than 120 
days after receiving the appeal. 

(vii) The following is a summary 
table of the notice and appeal periods 
under the statute for these regulations.
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