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§68a.1 What is the scope and purpose
of the NIH Clinical Research Loan
Repayment Program for Individuals
from Disadvantaged Backgrounds
(CR-LRP)?

This part applies to the award of edu-
cational loan payments under the NIH
Clinical Research Loan Repayment
Program for Individuals from Dis-
advantaged Backgrounds (CR-LRP) au-
thorized by section 487E of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 288-5).
The purpose of this program is to re-
cruit and retain appropriately qualified
health professionals, who are from dis-
advantaged backgrounds and have sub-
stantial educational debt relative to
income, to conduct clinical research as
NIH employees.

§68a.2 Definitions.

As used in this part:

Act means the Public Health Service
Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 201 et seq.).

Applicant means an individual who
applies to, and meets the eligibility
criteria for the CR-LRP.

Approved clinical research means clin-
ical research approved by the Clinical
Research Loan Repayment Committee.

Clinical privileges means the delinea-
tion of privileges for patient care
granted to qualified health profes-
sionals by the NIH Medical Executive
Committee or other appropriate
credentialing board.

Clinical research means activities
which qualify for inclusion as clinical
research in the CR-LRP as determined
by the Clinical Research Loan Repay-
ment Committee.

Clinical Research Loan Repayment
Committee (CR-LRC) means the sci-
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entific board assembled to review,
rank, and approve or disapprove Clin-
ical Research Loan Repayment Pro-
gram applications. The CR-LRC is
composed of NIH scientific staff and
co-chaired by the Associate Director
for Clinical Research, NIH, and the As-
sociate Director for Research on Mi-
nority Health, NIH. Members are nomi-
nated by the Deputy Director, Intra-
mural Research, NIH, and the co-
chairs, and appointed by the Director,
NIH.

Clinical Research Loan Repayment Pro-
gram (CR-LRP or Program) means the
NIH Clinical Research Loan Repay-
ment Program for Individuals from
Disadvantaged Backgrounds authorized
by section 487E of the Act, as amended.

Clinical Research Loan Repayment Pro-
gram (CR-LRP or Program) contract re-
fers to the agreement, which is signed
by an applicant and the Secretary,
wherein the applicant from a disadvan-
taged background agrees to engage in
clinical research as an employee of the
NIH and the Secretary agrees to repay
qualified educational loans for a pre-
scribed period as specified in this part.

Clinical researcher means an NIH em-
ployee with clinical privileges who is
conducting approved clinical research.

Commercial loans means loans made
by banks, credit unions, savings and
loan associations, not-for-profit orga-
nizations, insurance companies,
schools, and other financial or credit
institutions which are subject to exam-
ination and supervision in their capac-
ity as lending institutions by an agen-
cy of the United States or of the State
in which the lender has its principal
place of business.

Current payment status means that a
qualified educational loan is not past
due in its payment schedule as deter-
mined by the lending institution.

Debt threshold refers to the minimum
amount of qualified educational debt
an individual must have, on his/her
program eligibility date, in order to be
eligible for Program benefits and, for
purposes of eligibility under this part,
debt threshold means that the qualified
educational debt must equal or exceed
20 percent of an individual’s annual
NIH salary on his/her program eligi-
bility date.
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Public Health Service, HHS

Educational expenses means the cost
of the health professional’s education,
including the tuition expenses and
other educational expenses such as
fees, books, supplies, educational
equipment and materials, and labora-
tory expenses.

Government loans means loans made
by Federal, State, county, or city agen-
cies which are authorized by law to
make such loans.

Individual from disadvantaged back-
ground means an individual who:

(1) Comes from an environment that
inhibited the individual from obtaining
the knowledge, skill and ability re-
quired to enroll in and graduate from a
health professions school; or

(2) Comes from a family with an an-
nual income below a level based on
low-income thresholds according to
family size published by the U.S. Bu-
reau of the Census, adjusted annually
for changes in the Consumer Price
Index, and adjusted by the Secretary
for use in all health professions pro-
grams. The Secretary periodically pub-
lishes these income levels in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER.

Institute, Center, or Agency (ICA)
means an institute, center, or agency
of the National Institutes of Health.

Living expenses means the reasonable
cost of room and board, transportation
and commuting costs, and other rea-
sonable costs incurred during an indi-
vidual’s attendance at an educational
institution.

Participant means an individual
whose application to the CR-LRP has
been approved and whose Program con-
tract has been executed by the Sec-
retary.

Program means the NIH Clinical Re-
search Loan Repayment Program for
Individuals from Disadvantaged Back-
grounds.

Program eligibility date means the date
on which an individual’s Program con-
tract is executed by the Secretary and
that individual is engaged in approved
clinical research as an employee of the
NIH.

Qualified educational loans and inter-
est/debt include Government and com-
mercial educational loans and interest
for:

§68a.2

(1) Undergraduate, graduate, and
health professional school tuition ex-
penses;

(2) Other reasonable educational ex-
penses required by the school(s) at-
tended, including fees, books, supplies,
educational equipment and materials,
and laboratory expenses; and (3) rea-
sonable living expenses, including the
cost of room and board, transportation
and commuting costs, and other rea-
sonable living expenses incurred.

Reasonable educational and living ex-
penses means those educational and liv-
ing expenses which are equal to or less
than the sum of the school’s estimated
standard student budget for edu-
cational and living expenses for the de-
gree program and for the year(s) during
which the participant was enrolled in
school. If there is no standard budget
available from the school or if the par-
ticipant requests repayment for edu-
cational and living expenses which ex-
ceed the standard student budget, rea-
sonableness of educational and living
expenses incurred must be substan-
tiated by additional contemporaneous
documentation, as determined by the
Secretary.

Repayable debt means the portion, as
established by the Secretary, of an in-
dividual’s total qualified educational
debt relative to the NIH salary, which
can be paid by the CR-LRP. Specifi-
cally, qualifying educational debt
amounts in excess of 50 percent of the
debt threshold will be considered for
repayment.

Salary means base pay plus quarters,
subsistence, and variable housing al-
lowances, if applicable.

School means undergraduate, grad-
uate, and health professions schools
which are accredited by a body or bod-
ies recognized for accreditation pur-
poses by the Secretary of Education.

Secretary means the Secretary of
Health and Human Services and any
other officer or employee of the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices to whom the authority involved
has been delegated.

Service means the Public Health Serv-
ice.

State means one of the fifty States,
the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, the Northern
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§68a.3

Mariana Islands, the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, American Samoa, and the
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands
(the Federated States of Micronesia,
the Republic of the Marshall Islands,
and the Republic of Palau).

Withdrawal means a request by a par-
ticipant, prior to the Program making
payments on his or her behalf, for
withdrawal from Program participa-
tion. A withdrawal is without penalty
to the participant and without obliga-
tion to the Program.

§68a.3 Who is eligible to apply?

To be eligible to apply to the CR-
LRP, an individual must be a citizen,
national, or permanent resident of the
United States; hold a M.D., Ph.D., D.O.,
D.D.S., D.M.D., A.D.N./B.S.N., or equiv-
alent degree; have, on his/her program
eligibility date, qualified educational
debt equal to or in excess of the debt
threshold; and be an individual from a
disadvantaged background.

§68a.4 Who is eligible to participate?

To be eligible to participate in the
CR-LRP, an applicant must have the
recommendation of the employing ICA
Scientific Program Director, the con-
currence of the employing ICA Direc-
tor, and the approval of the CR-LRC.
Since participation in the Program is
contingent, in part, upon employment
with NIH, a Program contract may not
be awarded to an applicant until an
employment commitment has been
made by the employing ICA Personnel
Department.

§68a.5 Who is ineligible to participate?

The following individuals are ineli-
gible for CR-LRP participation:

(a) Persons who are not eligible ap-
plicants as specified under section
68a.3;

(b) Persons who owe an obligation of
health professional service to the Fed-
eral Government, a State, or other en-
tity, unless a deferral is granted for the
length of his/her service obligation
under the CR-LRP. The following are
examples of programs which have a
service obligation: Physicians Short-
age Area Scholarship Program, Na-
tional Research Service Award Pro-
gram, Public Health Service Scholar-
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ship, National Health Service Corps
Scholarship Program, Armed Forces
(Army, Navy, or Air Force) Professions
Scholarship Program, Indian Health
Service Scholarship Program, and the
NIH AIDS Research Loan Repayment
Program.

(c) Persons who are not NIH employ-
ees, such as Intramural Research
Training Award (IRTA) recipients, Vis-
iting Fellows, National Research Serv-
ice Award (NRSA) recipients, Guest
Researchers or Special Volunteers,
NIH-National Research Council (NRC)
Biotechnology Research Associates
Program participants, and Intergovern-
mental Personnel Act (IPA) partici-
pants; or

(d) Persons who do not have clinical
privileges.

§68a.6 How do individuals apply to
participate in the CR-LRP?

An application for participation in
the CR-LRP shall be submitted to the
NIH office which is responsible for the
Program’s administration, in such
form and manner as the Secretary may
prescribe.

§68a.7 How are applicants selected to
participate in the CR-LRP?

To be selected for participation in
the CR-LRP, applicants must satisfy
the following requirements:

(a) Applicants must meet the eligi-
bility requirements specified in §68a.3
and §68a.4.

(b) Applicants must not be ineligible
for participation as specified in §68a.5.

(c) Applicants must be selected for
approval by the CR-LRC, based upon a
review of their applications.

§68a.8 What does the CR-LRP provide
to participants?

(a) Loan repayments: For each year
of service the individual agrees to
serve, with a minimum of 2 years of ob-
ligated service, the Secretary may pay
up to $20,000 per year of a participant’s
repayable debt.

(b) Under §68a.8(a), the Secretary will
make payments in the discharge of
debt to the extent appropriated funds
are available for these purposes.
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