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§ 60.11 Terms of repayment. 
(a) Commencement of repayment. (1) 

The borrower’s repayment period must 
begin the first day of the 10th month 
after the month he or she ceases to be 
a full-time student at a HEAL school. 
The 9-month period before the repay-
ment period begins is popularly called 
the ‘‘grace period.’’

(i) Postponement for internship or resi-
dency program. However, if the bor-
rower becomes an intern or resident in 
an accredited program within 9 full 
months after leaving school, then the 
borrower’s repayment period must 
begin the first day of the 10th month 
after the month he or she ceases to be 
an intern or resident. For a borrower 
who receives his or her first HEAL loan 
on or after October 22, 1985, this post-
ponement of the beginning of the re-
payment period for participation in an 
internship or residency program is lim-
ited to 4 years. 

(ii) Postponement for fellowship train-
ing or educational activity. For any 
HEAL loan received on or after October 
22, 1985, if the borrower becomes an in-
tern or resident in an accredited pro-
gram within 9 full months after leaving 
school, and subsequently enters into a 
fellowship training program or an edu-
cational activity, as described in 
§ 60.12(b)(1) and (2), within 9 months 
after the completion of the accredited 
internship or residency program or 
prior to the completion of such pro-
gram, the borrower’s repayment period 
begins on the first day of the 10th 
month after the month he or she ceases 
to be a participant in the fellowship 
training program or educational activ-
ity. Postponement of the commence-
ment of the repayment period for ei-
ther activity is limited to 2 years. 

(iii) Non-student borrower. If a nonstu-
dent borrower obtains another HEAL 
loan during the grace period or period 
of internship, residency, or deferment 
(as defined in § 60.12), the borrower 
must begin to repay this loan when re-
payment on the borrower’s other HEAL 
loans begins or resumes. 

(2) An accredited internship or resi-
dency program must be approved by 
one of the following accrediting agen-
cies: 

(i) Accreditation Council for Grad-
uate Medical Education. 

(ii) Council on Optometric Edu-
cation. 

(iii) Commission on Accreditation of 
Dental and Dental Auxiliary Programs. 

(iv) American Osteopathic Associa-
tion. 

(v) Council on Podiatry Education. 
(vi) American Council on Pharma-

ceutical Education. 
(vii) Council on Education for Public 

Health. 
(viii) American College of Veterinary 

Surgeons. 
(ix) Council on Chiropractic Edu-

cation. 
(b) Length of repayment period. In gen-

eral, a lender or holder must allow a 
borrower at least 10 years, but not 
more than 25 years, to repay a loan cal-
culated from the beginning of the re-
payment period. A borrower must fully 
repay a loan within 33 years from the 
date that the loan is made. 

(1) For a HEAL borrower who re-
ceived any HEAL loan prior to October 
22, 1985, periods of deferment (as de-
scribed in § 60.12) are not included when 
calculating the 10 to 25 or 33 year limi-
tations. 

(2) For a borrower who receives his or 
her first HEAL loan on or after October 
22, 1985, periods of deferment (as de-
scribed in § 60.12) are included when cal-
culating the 33 year limitation, but are 
not included when calculating the 10 to 
25 year limitation. 

(c) Prepayment. The borrower may 
prepay the whole or any part of the 
loan at any time without penalty. 

(d) Minimum annual payment. During 
each year of repayment, a borrower’s 
payments to all holders of his or her 
HEAL loans must total the interest 
that accrues during the year on all of 
the loans, unless the borrower, in the 
promissory note or other written 
agreement, agrees to make payments 
during any year or any repayment pe-
riod in a lesser amount. 

(e) Repayment schedule agreement. At 
least 30 and not more than 60 days be-
fore the commencement of the repay-
ment period, a borrower must contact 
the holder of the loan to establish the 
precise terms of repayment. The bor-
rower may select a monthly repayment 
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schedule with substantially equal in-
stallment payments or a monthly re-
payment schedule with graduated in-
stallment payments that increase in 
amount over the repayment period. If 
the borrower does not contact the lend-
er or holder and does not respond to 
contacts from the lender or holder, the 
lender or holder may establish a 
monthly repayment schedule with sub-
stantially equal installment payments, 
subject to the terms of the borrower’s 
HEAL note. 

(f) Supplemental repayment agreement. 
(1) A lender or holder and a borrower 
may enter into an agreement 
supplementing the regular repayment 
schedule agreement. Under a supple-
mental repayment agreement, the 
lender or holder agrees to consider that 
the borrower has met the terms of the 
regular repayment schedule as long as 
the borrower makes payments in ac-
cordance with the supplemental sched-
ule. 

(2) The purpose of a supplemental re-
payment agreement is to permit a 
lender or holder, at its option, to offer 
a borrower a repayment schedule based 
on other than equal or graduated pay-
ments. (For example, a supplemental 
repayment agreement may base the 
amount of the borrower’s payments on 
his or her income.) 

(3) The supplemental schedule must 
contain terms which, according to the 
Secretary, do not unduly burden the 
borrower and do not extend the Sec-
retary’s insurance liability beyond the 
number of years specified in paragraph 
(b) of this section. The supplemental 
schedule must be approved by the Sec-
retary prior to the start of repayment. 

(4) The lender or holder may estab-
lish a supplemental repayment agree-
ment over the borrower’s objection 
only if the borrower’s written consent 
to enter into a supplemental agree-
ment was obtained by the lender at the 
time the loan was made. 

(5) A lender or holder may assign a 
loan subject to a supplemental repay-
ment agreement only if it specifically 
notifies the buyer of the terms of the 
supplemental agreement. In such cases, 

the loan and the supplemental agree-
ment must be assigned together. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control numbers 0915–0043 and 
0915–0108) 

[48 FR 38988, Aug. 26, 1983, as amended at 51 
FR 30644, Aug. 28, 1986; 53 FR 6097, Feb. 29, 
1988; 57 FR 28794, June 29, 1992]

§ 60.12 Deferment. 
(a) After the repayment period has 

commenced, installments of principal 
and interest need not be paid during 
any period: 

(1) During which the borrower is pur-
suing a full-time course of study at a 
HEAL school or at an institution of 
higher education that is a ‘‘partici-
pating school’’ in the Guaranteed Stu-
dent Loan Program; 

(2) Up to 4 years during which the 
borrower is a participant in an accred-
ited internship or residency program, 
as described in § 60.11(a)(2). For a bor-
rower who receives his or her first 
HEAL loan on or after October 22, 1985, 
this total of 4 years for an internship 
or residency program includes any pe-
riod of postponement of the repayment 
period, as described in § 60.11(a)(1); 

(3) Up to 3 years during which the 
borrower is a member of the Armed 
Forces of the United States; 

(4) Up to 3 years during which the 
borrower is in service as a volunteer 
under the Peace Corps Act; 

(5) Up to 3 years during which the 
borrower is a member of the National 
Health Service Corps; or 

(6) Up to 3 years during which the 
borrower is a full-time volunteer under 
title I of the Domestic Volunteer Serv-
ice Act of 1973. 

(b) For any HEAL loan received on or 
after October 22, 1985, after the repay-
ment period has commenced, install-
ments of principal and interest need 
not be paid during any period for up to 
2 years during which the borrower is a 
participant in: 

(1) A fellowship training program, 
which: 

(i) Is directly related to the dis-
cipline for which the borrower received 
the HEAL loan; 

(ii) Begins within 12 months after the 
borrower ceases to be a participant in 
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