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whatever official proof is conclusive 
under State law. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0915–0047) 

[50 FR 34434, Aug. 23, 1985, as amended at 56 
FR 13772, Apr. 4, 1991]

§ 57.312 Repayment of loans for serv-
ice in a shortage area. 

(a) Service in a shortage area. Subject 
to the availability of funds, a person 
who: 

(1) Has obtained a degree as specified 
in section 846(a)(1) of the Act; 

(2) Has obtained one or more nursing 
student loans or any other loans nec-
essary for costs (including tuition, 
books, fees, equipment, living and 
other expenses which the Secretary de-
termines were necessary) of attending 
a school of nursing; and 

(3) Enters into an agreement with the 
Secretary to serve as a full-time reg-
istered nurse for a period of not less 
than 2 years in an Indian Health Serv-
ice health center, a Native Hawaiian 
health center, a public hospital, a mi-
grant health center, a community 
health center, a nursing facility, a 
rural health clinic, or in a health facil-
ity determined by the Secretary to 
have a critical shortage of nurses, will 
have a portion of these loans repaid by 
the Secretary in accordance with para-
graph (c) of this section. Prior to enter-
ing an agreement for repayment of 
loans, other than nursing student 
loans, the Secretary will require that 
satisfactory evidence be provided of 
the existence and reasonableness of the 
education loans (i.e., a copy of the 
written loan agreement establishing 
the loan). 

(b) When entering into agreements 
under paragraph (a) of this section, the 
Secretary shall give priority to: 

(1) Applicants with the greatest fi-
nancial need; and 

(2) Applicants that, with respect to 
health facilities described in paragraph 
(a)(3) of this section, agree to serve in 
such facilities located in geographic 
areas with a shortage of and need for 
nurses, as determined by the Sec-
retary. 

(3) In addition to the priorities under 
paragraphs (b) (1) and (2) of this sec-
tion, should specific needs warrant, the 
Secretary may establish additional 

preferences which will be announced 
from time to time in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER. 

(c) Repayment. Loan repayment will 
be made by the Secretary to persons 
who meet the conditions set forth in 
paragraph (a) of this section. Payment 
will be as follows: 

(1) Upon completion by the borrower 
of the first year of service as specified 
in the agreement, the Secretary will 
pay 30 percent of the principal of, and 
the interest on, each loan which was 
unpaid as of the date the borrower 
began his or her service; 

(2) Upon completion by the borrower 
of the second year of service, the Sec-
retary will pay another 30 percent of 
the principal of, and the interest on, 
each loan which was unpaid as of the 
date the borrower began his or her 
service; 

(3) Upon completion by the borrower 
of a third year of service, the Secretary 
will pay another 25 percent of the prin-
cipal of, and the interest on, each loan 
which was unpaid as of the date the 
borrower began his or her service; and 

(4) No more than 85 percent of the 
principal of any loan will be paid under 
this section. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0915–0047) 

[50 FR 34434, Aug. 23, 1985, as amended at 56 
FR 13772, Apr. 4, 1991; 61 FR 6123, Feb. 16, 
1996]

§ 57.313 Loan cancellation for full-time 
employment as a registered nurse. 

(a) For loans made after November 18, 
1971, and before September 29, 1979. A 
person who: (1) Received one or more 
nursing student loans after November 
18, 1971, and before September 29, 1979; 
(2) is in compliance with the require-
ments of title VIII of the Act and these 
regulations; and (3) engages in full-
time employment as a registered nurse 
(including teaching in any of the fields 
of nurse training or service as an ad-
ministrator, supervisor, or consultant 
in any of the fields of nursing) in any 
public or nonprofit private agency, in-
stitution, or organization (including 
neighborhood health centers) is enti-
tled to have a portion of these nursing 
student loans canceled as follows: 15 
percent of the total amount of the 
loans plus accrued interest on the loan 
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2 Effective November 26, 1984, the Secretary 
stopped accepting applications under § 57.314 
because Federal funds are not available for 
this provision.

which is unpaid on the first day of his 
or her service, for each of the first, sec-
ond, and third year of service; and 20 
percent of the total amount of the loan 
plus accrued interest on the loan for 
each complete fourth and fifth year of 
service thereafter, up to 85 percent of 
the total of the loans, plus accrued in-
terest. 

(b) Continuation of provisions for can-
cellation of loans made prior to November 
18, 1971. A person who received one or 
more nursing student loans prior to 
November 18, 1971, may still receive 
cancellation of these loans for service 
under section 836(h) of the Act. The 
regulations set forth in 42 CFR 57.316 
(a) and (b)(6) (1976), as adopted on Feb-
ruary 4, 1974, remain applicable to can-
cellation on this basis. The provisions 
can be found at 39 FR 16473 (May 9, 
1974) and a copy can be obtained by 
writing to the Division of Student As-
sistance, Bureau of Health Professions, 
Room 8–34, Parklawn Building, 5600 
Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20857. 

(c) The determination of whether a 
person is entitled to have any portion 
of his or her nursing student loan can-
celed for full-time employment as a 
registered nurse will be made by the in-
stitution to whose fund his or her loan 
is payable, upon receipt and evaluation 
of an application for cancellation from 
that person. 

[50 FR 34434, Aug. 23, 1985, as amended at 56 
FR 13772, Apr. 4, 1991; 57 FR 45735, Oct. 5, 1992; 
61 FR 6123, Feb. 16, 1996]

§ 57.313a Loan cancellation reimburse-
ment. 

In the event that insufficient funds 
are available to the Secretary in any 
fiscal year to enable him or her to pay 
to all schools their proportionate 
shares of all loans and interest can-
celed under this subpart for full-time 
employment as a nurse, death, or dis-
ability: 

(a) Each school will be paid an 
amount bearing the same ratio to the 
total of the funds available for that 
purpose as the principal of loans can-
celed by that school in that fiscal year 
bears to the total principal of loans 
canceled by all schools in that year; 
and 

(b) Any additional amounts to which 
a school is entitled will be paid by the 

Secretary at the time of distribution of 
the assets of the school’s fund under 
section 839 of the Act.

§ 57.314 Repayment of loans made 
after November 17, 1971, for failure 
to complete a program of study. 2

In the event that the Secretary un-
dertakes to repay educational loans 
under section 836(i) of the Act, he or 
she will use the following criteria to 
make a determination as to each appli-
cant’s eligibility: 

(a) An applicant will be considered to 
have failed to complete the course of 
study in nursing for which an eligible 
education loan was made upon certifi-
cation by a school of nursing that the 
individual ceased to be enrolled in the 
school subsequent to November 17, 1971; 

(b) An applicant will be considered to 
be in exceptionally needy cir-
cumstances if, upon comparison of the 
income and other financial resources of 
the applicant with his or her expenses 
and financial obligations, the Sec-
retary determines that repayment of 
the loan would constitute a serious 
economic burden on the applicant. In 
making this determination, the Sec-
retary will take into consideration the 
applicant’s net financial assets, his or 
her potential earning capacity, and the 
relationship of the income available to 
the applicant to the low-income levels 
published annually by the Secretary in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER; 

(c) An applicant will be considered as 
not having resumed his or her nursing 
studies within 2 years following the 
date the individual ceased to be a stu-
dent upon certification so stating from 
the applicant; and 

(d) An applicant will be considered as 
not reasonably expected to resume his 
or her nursing studies within 2 years 
following the date upon which he or 
she terminated these studies, based 
upon consideration of the reasons for 
the applicant’s failure to complete 
these studies, taking into account such 
factors as academic, medical, or finan-
cial difficulties. The Secretary will 
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