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Governance Tribe agrees to a later 
date. 

(b) If possible, the hearing will be 
held at the office of the Self-Govern-
ance Tribe. If the hearing is held more 
than 50 miles from the office of the 
Self-Governance Tribe, the Secretary 
must arrange to pay transportation 
costs and per diem for incidental ex-
penses. This will allow for adequate 
representation of the Self-Governance 
Tribe.

§ 137.442 What happens after the hear-
ing? 

(a) Within 30 days after the end of the 
hearing or any post-hearing briefing 
schedule established by the ALJ, the 
ALJ must send all parties a rec-
ommended decision by certified mail, 
return receipt requested. The rec-
ommended decision shall contain the 
ALJs findings of fact and conclusions 
of law on all the issues. The rec-
ommended decision must also state 
that the Self-Governance Tribe has the 
right to object to the recommended de-
cision. 

(b) The recommended decision must 
contain the following statement:

Within 15 days of the receipt of this rec-
ommended decision, you may file an objec-
tion to the recommended decision with the 
Secretary under § 137.443. An appeal to the 
Secretary under 25 CFR 900.165(b) shall be 
filed at the following address: Department of 
Health and Human Services, 200 Independ-
ence Ave. SW., Washington, DC 20201. You 
shall serve copies of your notice of appeal on 
the official whose decision is being appealed. 
You shall certify to the Secretary that you 
have served this copy. If neither party files 
an objection to the recommended decision 
within 15 days, the recommended decision 
will become final.

§ 137.443 Is the recommended decision 
always final? 

No, any party to the appeal may file 
precise and specific written objections 
to the recommended decision, or any 
other comments, within 15 days of re-
ceiving the recommended decision. The 
objecting party must serve a copy of 
its objections on the other party. The 
recommended decision will become 
final 15 days after the Self-Governance 
Tribe receives the ALJs recommended 
decision, unless a written statement of 
objections is filed with the Secretary 
during the 15-day period. If no party 
files a written statement of objections 
within 15 days, the recommended deci-
sion will become final.

§ 137.444 If a Self-Governance Tribe 
objects to the recommended deci-
sion, what action will the Secretary 
take? 

(a) The Secretary has 15 days from 
the date the Secretary receives timely 
written objections to modify, adopt, or 
reverse the recommended decision. If 
the Secretary does not modify or re-
verse the recommended decision during 
that time, the recommended decision 
automatically becomes final. 

(b) When reviewing the recommended 
decision, the Secretary may consider 
and decide all issues properly raised by 
any party to the appeal, based on the 
record. 

(c) The decision of the Secretary 
must: 

(1) Be in writing; 
(2) Specify the findings of fact or con-

clusions of law that are modified or re-
versed; 

(3) Give reasons for the decision, 
based on the record; and 

(4) State that the decision is final for 
the Secretary.
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