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Tribe continues to meet the financial 
stability and financial management ca-
pacity requirements.

§ 137.17 May more than one Indian 
Tribe participate in the same com-
pact and/or funding agreement? 

Yes, Indian Tribes may either: 
(a) Each sign the same compact and/

or funding agreement, provided that 
each one meets the criteria to partici-
pate in self-governance and accepts 
legal responsibility for all financial 
and administrative decisions made 
under the compact or funding agree-
ment, or 

(b) Authorize another Indian Tribe to 
participate in self-governance on their 
behalf.

§ 137.18 What criteria must an Indian 
Tribe satisfy to be eligible to par-
ticipate in self-governance? 

To be eligible to participate in self-
governance, an Indian Tribe must have: 

(a) Successfully completed the plan-
ning phase described in § 137.20; 

(b) Requested participation in self-
governance by resolution or other offi-
cial action by the governing body of 
each Indian Tribe to be served; and 

(c) Demonstrated, for three fiscal 
years, financial stability and financial 
management capability.

PLANNING PHASE

§ 137.20 What is required during the 
planning phase? 

The planning phase must be con-
ducted to the satisfaction of the Indian 
Tribe and must include: 

(a) legal and budgetary research; and 
(b) internal Tribal government plan-

ning and organizational preparation re-
lating to the administration of health 
programs.

§ 137.21 How does an Indian Tribe 
demonstrate financial stability and 
financial management capacity? 

The Indian Tribe provides evidence 
that, for the three years prior to par-
ticipation in self-governance, the In-
dian Tribe has had no uncorrected sig-
nificant and material audit exceptions 
in the required annual audit of the In-
dian Tribe’s self-determination con-
tracts or self-governance funding 
agreements with any Federal agency.

§ 137.22 May the Secretary consider 
uncorrected significant and mate-
rial audit exceptions identified re-
garding centralized financial and 
administrative functions? 

Yes, if the Indian Tribe chooses to 
centralize its self-determination or 
self-governance financial and adminis-
trative functions with non-self-deter-
mination or non-self-governance finan-
cial and administrative functions, such 
as personnel, payroll, property man-
agement, etc., the Secretary may con-
sider uncorrected significant and mate-
rial audit exceptions related to the in-
tegrity of a cross-cutting centralized 
function in determining the Indian 
Tribe’s eligibility for participation in 
the self-governance program.

§ 137.23 For purposes of determining 
eligibility for participation in self-
governance, may the Secretary con-
sider any other information regard-
ing the Indian Tribe’s financial sta-
bility and financial management ca-
pacity? 

No, meeting the criteria set forth in 
§§ 137.21 and 137.22, shall be conclusive 
evidence of the required stability and 
capability to participate in self-govern-
ance.

§ 137.24 Are there grants available to 
assist the Indian Tribe to meet the 
requirements to participate in self-
governance? 

Yes, any Indian Tribe may apply, as 
provided in § 137.25, for a grant to assist 
it to: 

(a) Plan to participate in self-govern-
ance; and 

(b) Negotiate the terms of the com-
pact and funding agreement between 
the Indian Tribe and Secretary.

§ 137.25 Are planning and negotiation 
grants available? 

Subject to the availability of funds, 
IHS will annually publish a notice of 
the number of planning and negotia-
tion grants available, an explanation of 
the application process for such grants, 
and the criteria for award. Questions 
may be directed to the Office of Tribal 
Self-Governance.
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