§725.703

(h) If a miner is determined eligible
for medical benefits in accordance with
this section, such benefits shall be pro-
vided from the date of filing, except
that such benefits may also include
payments for any unreimbursed med-
ical treatment costs incurred person-
ally by such miner during the period
from January 1, 1974, to the date of fil-
ing which are attributable to medical
care required as a result of the miner’s
total disability due to pneumoconiosis.
No reimbursement for health insurance
premiums, taxes attributable to any
public health insurance coverage, or
other deduction or payments made for
the purpose of securing third party li-
ability for medical care costs is au-
thorized by this section. If a miner
seeks reimbursement for medical care
costs personally incurred before the fil-
ing of a claim under this section, the
district director shall require docu-
mented proof of the nature of the med-
ical service provided, the identity of
the medical provider, the cost of the
service, and the fact that the cost was
paid by the miner, before reimburse-
ment for such cost may be awarded.

§725.703 Physician defined.

The term ‘‘physician” includes only
doctors of medicine (MD) and osteo-
pathic practitioners within the scope of
their practices as defined by State law.
No treatment or medical services per-
formed by any other practitioner of the
healing arts is authorized by this part,
unless such treatment or service is au-
thorized and supervised both by a phy-
sician as defined in this section and the
district director.

§725.704 Notification of right to med-
ical benefits; authorization of treat-
ment.

(a) Upon notification to a miner of
such miner’s entitlement to benefits,
the Office shall provide the miner with
a list of authorized treating physicians
and medical facilities in the area of the
miner’s residence. The miner may se-
lect a physician from this list or may
select another physician with approval
of the Office. Where emergency serv-
ices are necessary and appropriate, au-
thorization by the Office shall not be
required.
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(b) The Office may, on its own initia-
tive, or at the request of a responsible
operator, order a change of physicians
or facilities, but only where it has been
determined that the change is desirable
or necessary in the best interest of the
miner. The miner may change physi-
cians or facilities subject to the ap-
proval of the Office.

(c) If adequate treatment cannot be
obtained in the area of the claimant’s
residence, the Office may authorize the
use of physicians or medical facilities
outside such area as well as reimburse-
ment for travel expenses and overnight
accommodations.

§725.705 Arrangements for medical

care.

(a) Operator liability. If an operator
has been determined liable for the pay-
ment of benefits to a miner, the Office
shall notify such operator or insurer of
the names, addresses, and telephone
numbers of the authorized providers of
medical benefits chosen by an entitled
miner, and shall require the operator
or insurer to:

(1) Notify the miner and the pro-
viders chosen that such operator will
be responsible for the cost of medical
services provided to the miner on ac-
count of the miner’s total disability
due to pneumoconiosis;

(2) Designate a person or persons
with decisionmaking authority with
whom the Office, the miner and author-
ized providers may communicate on
matters involving medical benefits pro-
vided under this subpart and notify the
Office, miner and providers of such des-
ignation;

(3) Make arrangements for the direct
reimbursement of providers for their
services.

(b) Fund liability. If there is no oper-
ator found liable for the payment of
benefits, the Office shall make nec-
essary arrangements to provide med-
ical care to the miner, notify the miner
and medical care facility selected of
the liability of the fund, designate a
person or persons with whom the miner
or provider may communicate on mat-
ters relating to medical care, and make
arrangements for the direct reimburse-
ment of the medical provider.
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