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shall be divided among the remaining
living person(s) in the same order or
priority. In the event that there is
(are) no other such person(s), the un-
derpayment shall be paid to the living
person(s) in the next lower order of pri-
ority under paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion.

(e) Definition of legal representative.
The term ‘‘legal representative,’’ for
the purpose of qualifying for receipt of
an underpayment, generally means the
executor or the administrator of the
estate of the deceased beneficiary.
However, it may also include an indi-
vidual, institution or organization act-
ing on behalf of an unadministered es-
tate, provided the person can give the
Office good acquittance (as defined in
paragraph (f) of this section). The fol-
lowing persons may qualify as legal
representative for purposes of this sec-
tion, provided they can give the Office
good acquittance:

(1) A person who qualifies under a
State’s ‘‘small estate’’ statute; or

(2) A person resident in a foreign
country who under the laws and cus-
toms of that country, has the right to
receive assets of the estate; or

(3) A public administrator; or
(4) A person who has the authority

under applicable law to collect the as-
sets of the estate of the deceased bene-
ficiary.

(f) Definition of ‘‘good acquittance.’’ A
person is considered to give the Office
‘‘good acquittance’’ when payment to
that person will release the Office from
further liability for such payment.

§ 725.546 Relation to provisions for re-
ductions or increases.

The amount of an overpayment or an
underpayment is the difference be-
tween the amount to which the bene-
ficiary was actually entitled and the
amount paid. Overpayment and under-
payment simultaneously outstanding
against the same beneficiary shall first
be adjusted against one another before
adjustment pursuant to the other pro-
visions of this subpart.

§ 725.547 Applicability of overpayment
and underpayment provisions to
operator or carrier.

(a) The provisions of this subpart re-
lating to overpayments and underpay-

ments shall be applicable to overpay-
ments and underpayments made by re-
sponsible operators or their insurance
carriers, as appropriate.

(b) No operator or carrier may re-
cover, or make an adjustment of, an
overpayment without prior application
to, and approval by, the Office which
shall exercise full supervisory author-
ity over the recovery or adjustment of
all overpayments.

§ 725.548 Procedures applicable to
overpayments and underpayments.

(a) In any case involving either over-
payments or underpayments, the Office
may take any necessary action, and
district directors may issue appro-
priate orders to protect the rights of
the parties.

(b) Disputes arising out of orders so
issued shall be resolved by the proce-
dures set out in subpart F of this part.

Subpart I—Enforcement of
Liability; Reports

§ 725.601 Enforcement generally.
(a) The Act, together with certain in-

corporated provisions from the Long-
shoremen’s and Harbor Workers’ Com-
pensation Act, contains a number of
provisions which subject an operator or
other employer, claimants and others
to penalties for failure to comply with
certain provisions of the Act, or failure
to commence and continue prompt
periodic payments to a beneficiary.

(b) It is the policy and intent of the
Department to vigorously enforce the
provisions of this part through the use
of the remedies provided by the Act.
Accordingly, if an operator refuses to
pay benefits with respect to a claim for
which the operator has been adju-
dicated liable, the Director shall in-
voke and execute the lien on the prop-
erty of the operator as described in
§ 725.603. Enforcement of this lien shall
be pursued in an appropriate U.S. dis-
trict court. If the Director determines
that the remedy provided by § 725.603
may not be sufficient to guarantee the
continued compliance with the terms
of an award or awards against the oper-
ator, the Director shall in addition
seek an injunction in the U.S. district
court to prohibit future noncompliance
by the operator and such other relief as
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the court considers appropriate (see
§ 725.604). If an operator unlawfully sus-
pends or terminates the payment of
benefits to a claimant, the district di-
rector shall declare the award in de-
fault and proceed in accordance with
§ 725.605. In all cases payments in addi-
tion to compensation (see § 725.607) and
interest (see § 725.608) shall be sought
by the Director or awarded by the dis-
trict director.

(c) In certain instances the remedies
provided by the Act are concurrent;
that is, more than one remedy might
be appropriate in any given case. In
such a case, the Director shall select
the remedy or remedies appropriate for
the enforcement action. In making this
selection, the Director shall consider
the best interests of the claimant as
well as those of the fund.

§ 725.602 Reimbursement of the fund.
(a) In any case in which the fund has

paid benefits, including medical bene-
fits, on behalf of an operator or other
employer which is determined liable
therefore, or liable for a part thereof,
such operator or other employer shall
simultaneously with the first payment
of benefits made to the beneficiary, re-
imburse the fund (with interest) for the
full amount of all benefit payments
made by the fund with respect to the
claim.

(b) In any case where benefit pay-
ments have been made by the fund, the
fund shall be subrogated to the rights
of the beneficiary. The Secretary of
Labor may, as appropriate, exercise
such subrogation rights.

§ 725.603 Payments by the fund on be-
half of an operator; liens.

(a) If an amount is paid out of the
fund to an individual entitled to bene-
fits under this part or part 727 of this
subchapter (see § 725.4(d)) on behalf of
an operator or other employer which is
or was required to pay or secure the
payment of all or a portion of such
amount (see § 725.522), the operator or
other employer shall be liable to the
United States for repayment to the
fund of the amount of benefits properly
attributable to such operator or other
employer.

(b) If an operator or other employer
liable to the fund refuses to pay, after

demand, the amount of such liability,
there shall be a lien in favor of the
United States upon all property and
rights to property, whether real or per-
sonal, belonging to such operator or
other employer. The lien arises on the
date on which such liability is finally
determined, and continues until it is
satisfied or becomes unenforceable by
reason of lapse of time.

(c)(1) Except as otherwise provided
under this section, the priority of the
lien shall be determined in the same
manner as under section 6323 of the In-
ternal Revenue Code (26 U.S.C.).

(2) In the case of a bankruptcy or in-
solvency proceeding, the lien imposed
under this section shall be treated in
the same manner as a lien for taxes due
and owing to the United States for pur-
poses of the Bankruptcy Act or section
3466 of the Revised Statutes (31 U.S.C.
191).

(3) For purposes of applying section
6323(a) of the Internal Revenue Code (26
U.S.C.) to determine the priority be-
tween the lien imposed under this sec-
tion and the Federal tax lien, each lien
shall be treated as a judgment lien
arising as of the time notice of such
lien is filed.

(4) For purposes of the section, notice
of the lien imposed hereunder shall be
filed in the same manner as under sec-
tion 6323(f) (disregarding paragraph (4)
thereof) and (g) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code (26 U.S.C.).

(5) In any case where there has been
a refusal or neglect to pay the liability
imposed under this section, the Sec-
retary of Labor may bring a civil ac-
tion in a district court of the United
States to enforce the lien of the United
States under this section with respect
to such liability or to subject any prop-
erty, of whatever nature, of the oper-
ator, or in which it has any right, title,
or interest, to the payment of such li-
ability.

(6) The liability imposed by this
paragraph may be collected at a pro-
ceeding in court if the proceeding is
commenced within 6 years after the
date upon which the liability was fi-
nally determined, or prior to the expi-
ration of any period for collection
agreed upon in writing by the operator
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