§725.515

(b) Any request to the district direc-
tor to certify separate payment of the
amount of an augmentation in accord-
ance with paragraph (a) of this section
shall be in writing on such form and in
accordance with such instructions as
are prescribed by the Office.

(c) The district director shall specify
the terms and conditions of any certifi-
cation authorized under this section
and may terminate any such certifi-
cation where appropriate.

(d) Any payment made under this
section, if otherwise valid under the
Act, is a complete settlement and sat-
isfaction of all claims, rights, and in-
terests in and to such payment, except
that such payment shall not be con-
strued to abridge the rights of any
party to recoup any overpayment
made.

§725.515 Assignment and exemption
from claims of creditors.

(a) Except as provided by the Act and
this part, no assignment, release, or
commutation of benefits due or pay-
able under this part by a responsible
operator shall be valid, and all benefits
shall be exempt from claims of credi-
tors and from levy, execution, and at-
tachment or other remedy or recovery
or collection of a debt, which exemp-
tion may not be waived.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, benefits due from, or pay-
able by, the Black Lung Disability
Trust Fund under the Act and this part
to a claimant shall be subject to legal
process brought for the enforcement
against the claimant of his or her legal
obligations to provide child support or
make alimony payments to the same
extent as if the fund was a private per-
son.

BENEFIT RATES

§725.520 Computation of benefits.

(a) Basic rate. The amount of benefits
payable to a beneficiary for a month is
determined, in the first instance, by
computing the ‘‘basic rate.” The basic
rate is equal to 37% percent of the
monthly pay rate for Federal employ-
ees in GS-2, step 1. That rate for a
month is determined by:

(1) Ascertaining the lowest annual
rate of pay (step 1) for Grade GS-2 of
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the General Schedule applicable to
such month (see 5 U.S.C. 5332);

(2) Ascertaining the monthly rate
thereof by dividing the amount deter-
mined in paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion by 12; and

(3) Ascertaining the basic rate under
the Act by multiplying the amount de-
termined in paragraph (a)(2) of this sec-
tion by 0.375 (that is, by 37% percent).

(b) Basic benefit. When a miner or sur-
viving spouse is entitled to benefits for
a month for which he or she has no de-
pendents who qualify under this part
and when a surviving child of a miner
or spouse, or a parent, brother, or sis-
ter of a miner, is entitled to benefits
for a month for which he or she is the
only beneficiary entitled to benefits,
the amount of benefits to which such
beneficiary is entitled is equal to the
basic rate as computed in accordance
with this section (raised, if not a mul-
tiple of 10 cents, to the next high mul-
tiple of 10 cents). This amount is re-
ferred to as the ‘‘basic benefit.”

(c) Augmented benefit. (1) When a
miner or surviving spouse is entitled to
benefits for a month for which he or
she has one or more dependents who
qualify under this part, the amount of
benefits to which such miner or sur-
viving spouse is entitled is increased.
This increase is referred to as an ‘‘aug-
mentation.”

(2) The benefits of a miner or sur-
viving spouse are augmented to take
account of a particular dependent be-
ginning with the first month in which
such dependent satisfies the conditions
set forth in this part, and continues to
be augmented through the month be-
fore the month in which such depend-
ent ceases to satisfy the conditions set
forth in this part, except in the case of
a child who qualifies as a dependent be-
cause he or she is a student. In the lat-
ter case, such benefits continue to be
augmented through the month before
the first month during no part of which
he or she qualifies as a student.

(3) The basic rate is augmented by 50
percent for one such dependent, 75 per-
cent for two such dependents, and 100
percent for three or more such depend-
ents.

(d) Survivor benefits. As used in this
section, ‘‘survivor’” means a surviving
child of a miner or surviving spouse, or
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