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be included in the State Plan. (WIA
sec. 101(13)(C)(iv).)

§ 664.215 Must youth participants be
registered to participate in the
youth program?

(a) Yes, all youth participants must
be registered.

(b) Registration is the process of col-
lecting information to support a deter-
mination of eligibility.

(c) Equal opportunity data must be
collected during the registration proc-
ess on any individual who has sub-
mitted personal information in re-
sponse to a request by the recipient for
such information.

§ 664.220 Is there an exception to per-
mit youth who are not low-income
individuals to receive youth serv-
ices?

Yes, up to five percent of youth par-
ticipants served by youth programs in
a local area may be individuals who do
not meet the income criterion for eligi-
ble youth, provided that they are with-
in one or more of the following cat-
egories:

(a) School dropout;
(b) Basic skills deficient, as defined

in WIA section 101(4);
(c) Are one or more grade levels

below the grade level appropriate to
the individual’s age;

(d) Pregnant or parenting;
(e) Possess one or more disabilities,

including learning disabilities;
(f) Homeless or runaway;
(g) Offender; or
(h) Face serious barriers to employ-

ment as identified by the Local Board.
(WIA sec. 129(c)(5).)

§ 664.230 Are the eligibility barriers
for eligible youth the same as the
eligibility barriers for the five per-
cent of youth participants who do
not have to meet income eligibility
requirements?

No, the barriers listed in §§ 664.200 and
664.220 are not the same. Both lists of
eligibility barriers include school drop-
out, homeless or runaway, pregnant or
parenting, and offender, but each list
contains barriers not included on the
other list.

§ 664.240 May a local program use eli-
gibility for free lunches under the
National School Lunch Program as
a substitute for the income eligi-
bility criteria under title I of WIA?

No, the criteria for income eligibility
under the National School Lunch Pro-
gram are not the same as the Act’s in-
come eligibility criteria. Therefore, the
school lunch list may not be used as a
substitute for income eligibility to de-
termine who is eligible for services
under the Act.

§ 664.250 May a disabled youth whose
family does not meet income eligi-
bility criteria under the Act be eli-
gible for youth services?

Yes, even if the family of a disabled
youth does not meet the income eligi-
bility criteria, the disabled youth may
be considered a low-income individual
if the youth’s own income:

(a) Meets the income criteria estab-
lished in WIA section 101(25)(B); or

(b) Meets the income eligibility cri-
teria for cash payments under any Fed-
eral, State or local public assistance
program. (WIA sec. 101(25)(F).)

Subpart C—Out-of-School Youth

§ 664.300 Who is an ‘‘out-of-school
youth’’?

An out-of-school youth is an indi-
vidual who:

(a) Is an eligible youth who is a
school dropout; or

(b) Is an eligible youth who has ei-
ther graduated from high school or
holds a GED, but is basic skills defi-
cient, unemployed, or underemployed.
(WIA sec. 101(33).)

§ 664.310 When is dropout status deter-
mined, particularly for youth at-
tending alternative schools?

A school dropout is defined as an in-
dividual who is no longer attending
any school and who has not received a
secondary school diploma or its recog-
nized equivalent. A youth’s dropout
status is determined at the time of reg-
istration. A youth attending an alter-
native school at the time of registra-
tion is not a dropout. An individual
who is out-of school at the time of reg-
istration and subsequently placed in an
alternative school, may be considered
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an out-of-school youth for the purposes
of the 30 percent expenditure require-
ment for out-of-school youth. (WIA sec.
101(39).)

§ 664.320 Does the requirement that at
least 30 percent of youth funds be
used to provide activities to out-of-
school youth apply to all youth
funds?

(a) Yes, the 30 percent requirement
applies to the total amount of all funds
allocated to a local area under WIA
section 128(b)(2)(A) or (b)(3), except for
local area expenditures for administra-
tive purposes under 20 CFR
667.210(a)(2).

(b) Although it is not necessary to
ensure that 30 percent of such funds
spent on summer employment opportu-
nities (or any other particular element
of the youth program) are spent on
out-of-school youth, the funds spent on
these activities are included in the
total to which the 30 percent require-
ment applies.

(c) There is a limited exception, at
WIA section 129(c)(4)(B), under which
certain small States may apply to the
Secretary to reduce the minimum
amount that must be spent on out-of-
school youth. (WIA sec. 129(c)(4).)

Subpart D—Youth Program
Design, Elements, and Parameters

§ 664.400 What is a local youth pro-
gram?

A local youth program is defined as
those youth activities offered by a
Local Workforce Investment Board for
a designated local workforce invest-
ment area, as specified in 20 CFR part
661.

§ 664.405 How must local youth pro-
grams be designed?

(a) The design framework of local
youth programs must:

(1) Provide an objective assessment
of each youth participant, that meets
the requirements of WIA section
129(c)(1)(A), and includes a review of
the academic and occupational skill
levels, as well as the service needs, of
each youth;

(2) Develop an individual service
strategy for each youth participant
that meets the requirements of WIA

section 129(c)(1)(B), including identi-
fying an age-appropriate career goal
and consideration of the assessment re-
sults for each youth; and

(3) Provide preparation for postsec-
ondary educational opportunities, pro-
vide linkages between academic and
occupational learning, provide prepara-
tion for employment, and provide effec-
tive connections to intermediary orga-
nizations that provide strong links to
the job market and employers.

(4) The requirement in WIA section
123 that eligible providers of youth
services be selected by awarding a
grant or contract on a competitive
basis does not apply to the design
framework component, such as services
for intake, objective assessment and
the development of individual service
strategy, when these services are pro-
vided by the grant recipient/fiscal
agent.

(b) The local plan must describe the
design framework for youth program
design in the local area, and how the
ten program elements required in
§ 664.410 are provided within that
framework.

(c) Local Boards must ensure appro-
priate links to entities that will foster
the participation of eligible local area
youth. Such links may include connec-
tions to:

(1) Local area justice and law en-
forcement officials;

(2) Local public housing authorities;
(3) Local education agencies;
(4) Job Corps representatives; and
(5) Representatives of other area

youth initiatives, including those that
serve homeless youth and other public
and private youth initiatives.

(d) Local Boards must ensure that
the referral requirements in WIA sec-
tion 129(c)(3) for youth who meet the
income eligibility criteria are met, in-
cluding:

(1) Providing these youth with infor-
mation regarding the full array of ap-
plicable or appropriate services avail-
able through the Local Board or other
eligible providers, or One-Stop part-
ners; and

(2) Referring these youth to appro-
priate training and educational pro-
grams that have the capacity to serve
them either on a sequential or concur-
rent basis.
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