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20 CFR Ch. III (4–1–01 Edition)§ 416.1600

SOURCE: 47 FR 3106, Jan. 22, 1982, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 416.1600 Introduction.
You are eligible for supplemental se-

curity income (SSI) benefits if you
meet the requirements in subpart B.
Among these are requirements that
you must be a resident of the United
States and either a citizen, a national,
or an alien with a lawful right to reside
permanently in the United States. In
this subpart, we tell you what kinds of
evidence show that you are a resident
of the United States (see § 416.1603)
and—

(a) A citizen or a national of the
United States (see § 416.1610);

(b) An alien lawfully admitted for
permanent residence in the United
States (see § 416.1615); or

(c) An alien permanently residing in
the United States under color of law
(see § 416.1618).

§ 416.1601 Definitions and terms used
in this subpart.

We or Us means the Social Security
Administration.

You or Your means the person who
applies for or receives SSI benefits or
the person for whom an application is
filed.

§ 416.1603 How to prove you are a resi-
dent of the United States.

(a) What you should give us. Your
home address in the United States may
be sufficient to establish that you are a
resident. However, if we have any rea-
son to question that you are a resident
of the United States we will ask for
evidence. You can prove you are a resi-
dent of the United States by giving us
papers or documents showing that you
live in the United States such as—

(1) Property, income, or other tax
forms or receipts;

(2) Utility bills, leases or rent pay-
ment records;

(3) Documents that show you partici-
pate in a social services program in the
United States; or

(4) Other records or documents that
show you live in the United States.

(b) What ‘‘resident of the United
States’’ means. We use the term resident
of the United States to mean a person
who has established an actual dwelling

place within the geographical limits of
the United States with the intent to
continue to live in the United States.

(c) What ‘‘United States’’ means. We
use the term United States in this sec-
tion to mean the 50 States, the District
of Columbia, and the Northern Mariana
Islands.

[47 FR 3106, Jan. 22, 1982, as amended at 62
FR 59813, Nov. 5, 1997]

§ 416.1610 How to prove you are a cit-
izen or a national of the United
States.

(a) What you should give us. You can
prove that you are a citizen or a na-
tional of the United States by giving
us—

(1) A certified copy of your birth cer-
tificate which shows that you were
born in the United States;

(2) A certified copy of a religious
record of your birth or baptism, re-
corded in the United States within 3
months of your birth, which shows you
were born in the United States;

(3) Your naturalization certificate;
(4) Your United States passport;
(5) Your certificate of citizenship;
(6) An identification card for use of

resident citizens in the United States
(Immigration and Naturalization Serv-
ice Form I–197); or

(7) An identification card for use of
resident citizens of the United States
by both or naturalization of parents
(INS Form I–179).

(b) How to prove you are an interim cit-
izen of the United States if you live in the
Northern Mariana Islands. As a resident
of the Northern Mariana Islands you
must meet certain conditions to prove
you are an interim citizen of the
United States. You must prove that
you were domiciled in the Northern
Mariana Islands as required by section
8 of the Schedule of Transitional Mat-
ters of the Constitution of the North-
ern Mariana Islands, or that you were
born there after March 6, 1977. By
‘‘domiciled’’ we mean that you main-
tained a residence with the intention of
continuing that residence for an unlim-
ited or indefinite period, and that you
intended to return to that residence
whenever absent, even for an extended
period. You must also give us proof of
your citizenship if you are a citizen of
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