
416

20 CFR Ch. II (4–1–01 Edition)§ 229.50

§ 229.50 Age reduction in employee or
spouse benefit.

(a) When age reduction applies. The
employee overall minimum benefit is
reduced for each month the employee
is under retirement age on the date the
employee becomes eligible for an in-
crease under the overall minimum, as
shown in § 229.22 of this part, unless the
employee has a period of disability and
§ 229.52 of this part does not apply, in
which case no age reduction is applied.
The spouse overall minimum benefit is
reduced for each month a spouse, who
is not a spouse with the employee’s
child under 16 years old or disabled be-
fore attaining age 22 in his or her care,
is under retirement age on the date the
spouse is eligible for an increase under
the overall minimum (see § 229.21 of
this part). If a spouse’s overall min-
imum benefit is reduced for age and he
or she later begins caring for an eligi-
ble child, no age reduction will apply
for the months the child is in his or her
care.

(b) Employee age reduction. The Over-
all Minimum PIA plus any delayed re-
tirement credits is reduced by 1⁄180 for
each month the employee is under re-
tirement age on the date the employee
becomes eligible for the overall min-
imum. When the PIA amount is in-
creased, the amount of the increase is
reduced by 1⁄180 for the same number of
months used to determine the initial
age reduction.

(c) Spouse age reduction. The amount
of the spouse overall minimum benefit,
after any adjustment for the family
maximum, is reduced by 1⁄144 for each
month the spouse is under retirement
age on the date when he or she becomes
eligible under the overall minimum.
When the spouse benefit increases, the
amount of the increase is reduced by
1⁄144 for the same number of months
used to compute the initial age reduc-
tion.

(d) Age reduction after 1999. Beginning
in the year 2000 the amount of age re-
duction shall be as specified in para-
graphs (b) and (c) of this section for the
first 36 months of the reduction period,
as defined in paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion, and 1⁄240 for any additional months
included in such period.

(e) Reduction period defined. The re-
duction period is the number of months

beginning with the first month for
which the O/M is payable and ending
with the month before the month the
beneficiary attains retirement age.

§ 229.51 Adjustment of age reduction.

(a) General. If an age reduced em-
ployee or spouse overall minimum ben-
efit is not paid for certain months be-
fore the employee or spouse attains re-
tirement age, or the employee becomes
entitled to a DIB O/M, the age reduc-
tion may be adjusted to drop the
months for which no payment was
made or the overall minimum rate was
not reduced for age.

(b) Employee adjusted age reduction.
The following months are deducted
from the months used to determine the
age reduction in the Overall Minimum
PIA amount, effective the month in
which the employee attains retirement
age or becomes entitled to a DIB O/M:

(1) Months in which the increase
under the overall minimum is com-
pletely or partially deducted because of
the employee’s excess earnings; and

(2) Months in which the employee is
entitled to a DIB O/M as well as a re-
duced O/M.

(c) Spouse adjusted age reduction. The
following months are deducted from
the months used to determine the age
reduction in the spouse overall min-
imum benefit, effective the month in
which the spouse attains retirement
age:

(1) Months in which the spouse O/M
benefit is completely or partially de-
ducted because of the employee’s or
spouse’s excess earnings:

(2) Months after entitlement to a
spouse O/M benefit ends for any reason;

(3) Months in which a spouse has in
her care the employee’s child who is
under 16 years old or disabled before
age 22;

(4) Months in which a DIB O/M ben-
efit is not payable because the em-
ployee refused rehabilitation service
(see § 229.81 of this part).

§ 229.52 Age reduction when a reduced
age O/M is effective before DIB O/M.

If an employee received a reduced age
O/M before the effective date of a DIB
O/M, the PIA amount for the DIB O/M
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