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(4) Involuntary military service not
creditable under the Railroad Retire-
ment Act;

(5) Employment with the following
agencies of the United States Govern-
ment:

(i) Department of Transportation;
(ii) Interstate Commerce Commis-

sion;
(iii) National Mediation Board;
(iv) Railroad Retirement Board;
(v) National Transportation Safety

Board; or
(vi) Surface Transportation Board.
(6) Employment entered into after

early retirement by an employee who
is receiving an annuity under Conrail’s
voluntary annuity program. This pro-
gram is provided under the Staggers
Rail Act of 1980 (Pub. L. 96–448); or

(7) Employment with the Alaska
Railroad so long as it is an instrumen-
tality of the State of Alaska.

[56 FR 28692, June 24, 1991, as amended at 62
FR 11324, Mar. 12, 1997]

§ 216.17 What amount of regular non-
railroad employment will break a
current connection.

The amount of regular non-railroad
employment needed to break a current
connection depends on when the appli-
cable 30-month period ends (see § 216.13
of this part), as follows:

(a) If the 30-month period ends in the
calendar year before or in the same cal-
endar year as the annuity begins or the
month the employee dies, the current
connection is broken if the employee:

(1) Works in each month in the inter-
val after the end of the 30-month period
and before the earlier of the month the
annuity begins or the employee dies; or

(2) Works and earns at least $200 in
wages in any 3 months within the in-
terval described in paragraph (a)(1) of
this section.

(b) If the 30-month period ends more
than a year before the calendar year in
which the annuity begins or the em-
ployee dies, the current connection is
broken if the employee:

(1) Works in any 2 consecutive years
wholly or partially within the interval
after the end of the 30-month period
and before the month the annuity be-
gins or the employee dies, whichever is
earlier; and

(2) Earns at least $1,000 in wages in
any year wholly or partially within the
interval described in paragraph (b)(1) of
this section (but not counting earnings
during the 30-month period and after
the annuity beginning date), even if
that year is not one of the 2 consecu-
tive years described in paragraph (b)(1)
of this section.

Subpart C—Railroad and Last
Non-Railroad Employment

§ 216.21 General.
To be eligible for an employee, a

spouse, or a divorced spouse annuity,
the Railroad Retirement Act requires
that an applicant must stop work for
pay performed as an employee for a
railroad employer. In addition, no em-
ployee, spouse or divorced spouse annu-
ity may be paid for any month in
which the employee, spouse or divorced
spouse annuitant works for pay for any
railroad employer after the date his or
her annuity began. No annuity may be
paid to a widow or widower, surviving
divorced spouse, remarried widow or
widower, child, or parent for any
month such individual works for pay
for a railroad employer.

§ 216.22 Work as an employee which
affects payment.

(a) Work for a railroad employer. Work
for pay as an employee of a railroad
employer always prevents payment of
an annuity.

(b) Work for last non-railroad employer.
Work for pay in the service of the last
non-railroad employer by whom an in-
dividual is employed will reduce the
amount of the tier II benefit of the em-
ployee, spouse and supplemental annu-
ity as provided in part 230 of this chap-
ter. An individual’s last non-railroad
employer is:

(1) Any non-railroad employer from
whom the individual last resigned (in
point of time) in order to receive an an-
nuity; and

(2) Any additional non-railroad em-
ployer from whom the individual re-
signed in order to have an annuity be-
come payable. Employment which an
individual stops within 6 months of the
date on which the individual files for
an annuity will be presumed in the ab-
sence of evidence to the contrary to be
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service from which the individual re-
signed in order to receive an annuity.

(c) Corporate officers. An officer of a
corporation will be considered to be an
employee of the corporation. A director
of a corporation acting solely in his or
her capacity as such director is not an
employee of the corporation.

§ 216.23 Work which does not affect
eligibility.

An individual may engage in any of
the following without adversely affect-
ing his or her annuity:

(a) Work for a railway labor organiza-
tion. An individual may work for a
local lodge or division of a railway
labor organization if the pay is under
$25 a month, unless the work performed
is solely for the purpose of collecting
insurance premiums.

(b) Work without pay. Work performed
for any person or entity for which no
pay is received, or where the pay mere-
ly constitutes reimbursement for out-
of-pocket expenses, or where the
amount received consists only of free
will donations and there is no agree-
ment that such donation shall con-
stitute remuneration for services, does
not affect entitlement to an annuity.

(c) Self-employment. Self-employment
is work performed in an individual’s
own business, trade or profession as an
independent contractor, rather than as
an employee. An individual is not self-
employed if the business is incor-
porated. The designation or description
of the relationship between the indi-
vidual and another person as anything
other than that of an employer and em-
ployee is immaterial. If the Board de-
termines that an employer-employee
relationship exists, the fact that the
employee is designated as a partner,
coadventurer, agent, independent con-
tractor, or the like will be disregarded.
An individual determined to be an em-
ployee of a railroad employer pursuant
to part 203 of this chapter is not self-
employed. Whether an individual per-
forming services is an employee de-
pends upon the degree to which the re-
cipient of services controls the individ-
ual’s work. Control is determined in
accordance with general legal prin-
ciples delineating an employer-em-
ployee relationship. Among the factors
considered are:

(1) Instructions. An individual re-
quired to comply with instructions
about when, where, and how to work is
ordinarily an employee. Instructions
may be oral or in the form of manuals
or written procedures which show how
the desired result is to be accom-
plished. An individual who ordinarily
works without receiving instructions
because he or she is highly skilled or
knowledgeable may nevertheless be an
employee if the employer has a right to
instruct the individual in performance
of the work.

(2) Training. Training provided an in-
dividual by an employer indicates that
the employer wants the work to be per-
formed in a particular method or man-
ner, especially if the training is given
periodically or at frequent intervals.
An individual may be trained by an ex-
perienced employee working with him
or her, by correspondence, by required
attendance at meetings, or by other
methods.

(3) Integration into the employer’s busi-
ness. Integration of an individual’s
services into the business operations of
an employer generally shows that the
individual is subject to direction and
control. When the success or continu-
ation of a business depends to an appre-
ciable degree upon the performance of
certain services, the individuals who
perform those services must nec-
essarily be subject to a certain amount
of control by the owner of the business.

(4) Services rendered personally. A re-
quirement that an individual person-
ally work for the employer indicates
that the employer is interested in the
methods as well as the results, and
that the employer intends to control
the result by controlling who does the
work.

(5) Hiring, supervising, and payment of
assistants. An employer generally hires,
supervises, and pays assistants. An in-
dividual who hires, supervises, and
pays other workers at the direction of
the employer may be an employee act-
ing as a representative of the em-
ployer. However, if an individual hires,
supervises, and pays his or her own as-
sistants pursuant to a contract under
which the individual agrees to provide
materials and labor and under which
the individual is responsible only for
the attainment of a result, this factor
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