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§ 41.7 Assignment for oral hearing.
Except when there are no material

facts in dispute, when a person does
not consent to the shortened proce-
dure, the Commission will assign the
proceeding for hearing as provided by
subpart E of part 385 of this chapter.
Notwithstanding a person’s not giving
consent to the shortened procedure,
and instead seeking assignment for
hearing as provided for by subpart E of
part 385 of this chapter, the Commis-
sion will not assign the proceeding for
a hearing when no material facts are in
dispute. The Commission may also, in
its discretion, at any stage in the pro-
ceeding, set the proceeding for hearing.

[Order 575, 60 FR 4854, Jan. 25, 1995]

§ 41.8 Burden of proof.
The burden of proof to justify every

accounting entry shall be on the person
making, authorizing, or requiring such
entry.

CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH
ACCOUNTING REGULATIONS

§ 41.10 Examination of accounts.
(a) All Major and Nonmajor public

utilities and licensees not classified as
Class C or Class D prior to January 1,
1984 shall secure, for the year 1968 and
each year thereafter until December 31,
1975, the services of an independent cer-
tified public accountant, or inde-
pendent licensed public accountant,
certified or licensed by a regulatory
authority of a State or other political
subdivision of the United States, to
test compliance in all material re-
spects of those schedules as are indi-
cated in the General Instructions set
out in the Annual Report, Form No. 1,
with the Commission’s applicable Uni-
form System of Accounts and published
accounting releases. The Commission
expects that identification of question-
able matters by the independent ac-
countant will facilitate their early res-
olution and that the independent ac-
countant will seek advisory rulings by
the Commission on such items. This
examination shall be deemed supple-
mentary to periodic Commission ex-
aminations of compliance.

(b) Beginning January 1, 1976, and
each year thereafter, only independent

certified public accountants, or inde-
pendent licensed public accountants
who were licensed on or before Decem-
ber 31, 1970, will be authorized to con-
duct annual audits and to certify to
compliance in all material respects, of
those schedules as are indicated in the
General Instructions set out in the An-
nual Report, Form No. 1, with the
Commission’s applicable Uniform Sys-
tem of Accounts, published accounting
releases and all other regulatory mat-
ters.

[Order 462, 37 FR 26005, Dec. 7, 1972, as
amended by Order 390, 49 FR 32505, Aug. 14,
1984]

§ 41.11 Report of certification.
Each Major and Nonmajor public

utility or licensee not classified as
Class C or Class D prior to January 1,
1984 shall file with the Commission a
letter or report of the independent ac-
countant certifying approval, together
with or within 30 days after the filing
of the Annual Report, Form No. 1, cov-
ering the subjects and in the form pre-
scribed in the General Instructions of
the Annual Report. The letter or report
shall also set forth which, if any, of the
examined schedules do not conform to
the Commission’s requirements and
shall describe the discrepancies that
exist. The Commission shall not be
bound by a certification of compliance
made by an independent accountant
pursuant to this paragraph.

(Sec. 304, 49 Stat. 855; 16 U.S.C. 825c)

[Order 356, 33 FR 143, Jan. 5, 1968, as amended
by Order 390, 49 FR 32505, Aug. 14, 1984]

§ 41.12 Qualifications of accountants.
The Commission will not recognize

any certified public accountant or pub-
lic accountant through December 31,
1975, who is not in fact independent.
Beginning January 1, 1976, and each
year thereafter, the Commission will
recognize only independent certified
public accountants, or independent li-
censed public accountants who were li-
censed on or before December 31, 1970,
who are in fact independent. For exam-
ple, an accountant will not be consid-
ered independent with respect to any
person or any of its parents or subsidi-
aries in whom he has, or had during the
period of report, any direct financial
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